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News from your local, I ndependent Councillor,   
 

MARIANNE OVERTON 
 
The Bigger Picture 
 
It has been a busy month taking one of the leading 
roles at our National Conference of the LGA (Local 
Government Association) with well over a thousand 
leading councillors, making speeches and chairing a 
number of sessions, all focussed on improving what 
local government does for people and how to 
manage with less money. 
 
Following a huge consultation with councillors 
across the country, the LGA presented “Rewiring 
Local Government” which brings more services 
under one umbrella. Bringing health and adult care 
together is the first big step.  
 
I also spoke on councils being more independent of 
central government, as in many other countries, and 
put a similar motion to full council in Lincolnshire. It 
followed a useful session with government ministers 
and experts as to how the law might alter for us. 
 
Next task, with my Independent Executive, was to 
negotiate and appoint councillors to serve for us all 
in improving the economy and regeneration, 
education, health, reducing crime, rural issues, etc. 
 
Our Lincolnshire Independents at LCC have had 
some good events and identified four priorities;  
·  championing diverse local businesses 
·  health and care for the vulnerable,  
·  youth opportunities and skills for all (incl.libraries) 
·  forward planning - balanced and in the right order 

based on the needs of the people of Lincolnshire. 
 
As we move more towards combining services, 
there is a tendency to take a joint commissioning 
approach, so it is important to do this well, every 
time. This arose at our national Independent 
conference. The Government Select Committee has 
taken up our suggestion to investigate the pitfalls 
and best practice across the country to help us to 
better. 
 
 
 

Wanted: Entrepreneurs! 
 
B aspired is a big event in the Cornhill, Lincoln on 
Sept 25th set to give a boost to local 
entrepreneurs. The event is organised by Virgin 
Media Pioneer, Michael Overton, following his 
meeting with Richard Branson. A micro light will 
be on site and a Mercedes for the pop-up 
Dragon’s Den. The evening presentations will 
take place at the University. If you or someone 
you know would like to enter the Dragon’s Den, 
then send 150 word business brief to 
info@sealsafe.co.uk   or @B aspired twitter Fb 
“virgin media pioneers East Midlands network” 
 
Road through the Park: Sleaford 
 
Permission was given by NKDC for a road 
straight through the belt of mature trees, up to 
four lanes wide and rising 8m high over the 
recreation ground and play area. The alternative 
route through the adjacent bowling green would 
leave the trees as a natural screen. Sadly this 
option was discarded as it favours the parkland, 
rather than Tescos. 
 
The economic case seemed overblown with a 
promise of a “thousand new jobs”, and ignored 
the economic effect of competition with the 
current shops. The new traffic modelling also 
clarifies that the road makes no improvement in 
congestion. It makes more land likely for housing 
estates we don’t need - and yet more traffic. 
 
This proposal is based on a national drive and 
not on the needs of Sleaford, which already has 
7 supermarkets and severe congestion. To 
improve our economy, we need to focus on the 
needs of local people and supporting our local 
businesses, starting with our villages! 

Red Arrows at Waddington and Cranwell 
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Two Campaigns; 
 
Massive development 
Thank you to all who have written in the press and 
to the Joint Planning Unit. If not, please do, even a 
paragraph will count as correspondence. 
 
Massive development is proposed, despite our 
already overstretched resources and infrastructure. 
Do not be hampered by the stilted questions, use 
the box for free text, even if you only say one thing, 
agree or disagree! Deadline Sept 16th. 
 
http://surveys.n-kesteven.gov.uk/growing/growing.htm  
For more information www.central-lincs.org.uk 
Please e-mail directly and copy me in for support. 
 
Libraries 
Conservatives are proposing that Branston and 
around 30 other libraries, as well as 286 mobile 
library stops will close in Lincolnshire, unless 
volunteers step in, according to a consultation out 
now. This latest cut by a further third is on top of the 
recent cuts, made 2 years ago.  
 
The Council has a statutory duty to provide a 
service that is efficient and comprehensive, which 
everyone can access. Therefore, anyone who 
cannot get to their library and wants to borrow a 
book is entitled to a home service. So the £2m 
saving may well not be there at all. (Total LCC 
budget is just under half a billion.) 
 
Libraries increase skills and education, help access 
to jobs and work for the self-employed, enhances 
tourism and local activities, enable access to council 
services, assist health and social cohesion and 
reduce isolation. Libraries fit most of the Council’s 
objectives, so closing accesses to our core business 
is perverse. 
 
Let me know your views. Write to Conservative 
Leader Cllr Martin Hill on cllrm.hill@lincolnshire.gov.uk 
or his appointee, Cllr Nick Worth, in charge of 
libraries, cllrn.worth@lincolnshire.gov.uk 07866 
415688 and copy me in. Also it would help to sign 
our Lincolnshire-wide petition on 
www.savelincslibraries.org.uk You may like to also add 
your voice to the national letter to government set up by 
the colleague who seconded my motion at scrutiny to 
rethink the proposals. Google “government petitions”, 
search for Lincolnshire library closure”, and it sends you 
an e-mail to confirm. I have a petition for the Branston 
library as well, which you may like to sign yourselves, or 
ask others. If you would like to help, please let me know. 
 

Some August Events  
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Very Best Wishes to you all,  
Have a good holiday!�
�
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South Sea Island or Sandilands? 
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